
First Day at Hogwarts - First and Second Principles 

June 19 

 

Gathering activity 

As participants gather, hand out copies of the Sorting Quiz. If a witch 

or wizard came to Hogwarts last summer and wishes to be in their 

previous House, they may begin working on their name tag. Ask 

returning students to help new witches and wizards fill out their 

quizzes. Once everyone has completed their quiz, ask a volunteer to 

collect them in a cauldron. 

 

Chalice lighting spell: Lumos 

Remind witches and wizards that this spell causes the tip of their 

wand to light up. Explain that since it didn’t work the first time last 

week, we’re going to try again this week. 

Once the chalice is successfully lit, welcome witches and wizards to 

Hogwarts. 

Invite any witch or wizard who will be going into grade 6 and up to 

join you at the front of the Great Hall. Give each of these witches and 

wizards a badge and explain that they will be Prefects during our time 

at Hogwarts. This means that they will be given certain 

responsibilities and tasks to help Hogwarts classes be fun and 

exciting. 

It is time for all witches and wizards (including Prefects) to be sorted 

into Houses. Ask returning students to sit quietly during the Sorting, 

and to lead the applause when each person’s House is announced. 

 



Sorting Ceremony 

Ask first years to stand along one wall until their name is called. 

Draw sorting quizzes from the cauldron one by one and ask the witch 

or wizard to sit on the sorting stool and try on the Sorting Hat. 

Announce the witch or wizard’s House and direct them to the correct 

House table. 

 

Make Name Tags  

Ask Prefects to help hand out House crest name tags. Invite witches 

and wizards to color their crests however they want.  

Prefects can help make sure witches’ and wizards’ names are written 

visibly on their name tags. 

 

Story: The Sorting Hat’s Song (page 97) 

Explain that the Sorting Hat has written a poem that tells the story of 

how each House came to be. Ask witches and wizards to pay 

attention to the strengths of other Houses as well as their own. 

This story can be read as witches and wizards are working on their 

name tags. 

 

Discussion: Following our First Principle 

 Ask some volunteers from each House to share some qualities 

of their House. 

 What is a “stereotype”? 

 What are some stereotypes that people might believe about 

each of the Houses? 

 Where do these stereotypes come from? 



 What can we do when we realize we are judging someone 

based on a stereotype that might not be true? 

Wrap up the discussion by explaining that UU witches and wizards’ 

First Principle is to “respect the inherent worth and dignity of each 

witch, wizard, and muggle.”  Briefly allow witches and wizards to 

explain what this Principle means. Our Second Principle is very 

similar to the first, and says that “we use our magic to promote 

justice, equity, and compassion.” Allow a volunteer to explain what 

this means. 

 

Closing/House Points 

Gather witches and wizards together. Congratulate them on being 

sorted into Houses. 

Have Prefects help hand out House Point forms. 

Explain that witches and wizards will have an opportunity to earn 

points for their House by doing things that follow our Seven UU 

Principles. They will be awarded 5 points for writing down what they 

did, and 10 points for writing down both what they did and the 

Principle they were following. 

At the end of the summer, House Points will be tallied and the House 

with the most points will receive the House Cup. 

Once everyone has House Point forms, ask witches and wizards to 

help you extinguish the chalice by pointing their wands at it and 

saying nox. 

 


