
Defense Against the Dark Arts - Sixth Principle 

July 17 

 

Gathering 

As witches and wizards come in, collect House Points forms. 

Invite new witches and wizards to take a sorting quiz and be sorted 

by the Sorting Hat. These newcomers should also be given a 

nametag and wand. These can be decorated during the story. 

 

Chalice lighting spell: Expecto Patronum 

Explain that this spell creates a silver shield in the shape of an animal 

unique to each witch or wizard. We will be discussing the Sixth 

Principle today: “The goal of international magical cooperation with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all.” 

 

Story: The Patronus (page 236) 

Lead witches and wizards in a short discussion to transition to the 

next activity. 

 What kinds of dark arts do Harry, Ron, and Hermione face? 

 How do they defend themselves against these dark arts? 

 What are some real life dark arts? 

o Possible answers: sadness, fear, pain 

 How can we as UU wizards defend ourselves against these 

dark arts? 

o Possible answers: getting support from friends/family, 

doing things that make us happy 

 How can we help defend the world against the dark arts? 



Split witches and wizards into two groups by House. One group will start 

with the Patronus activity, the other with the shield project. Then they will 

swap so that everyone gets to do both activities. 

 

Patronus Craft (Diagon Alley) 

Each witch or wizard can select a patronus outline, or take blank 

paper to create their own outline. Explain that they will decorate these 

patronuses with pictures or words describing ways they can defend 

themselves against the dark arts they face in their daily lives. 

Remind witches and wizards that though we are focusing on the Sixth 

Principle today, they should remember our other Principles as well - 

especially the first two (“We respect the inherent worth and dignity of 

each witch, wizard, and muggle” and “we use our magic to promote 

justice, equity, and compassion”). This means that UU witches and 

wizards do not use violence or cruelty when defending themselves 

against the dark arts.  

Challenge witches and wizards to find loving, UU solutions to 

represent on their patronuses. 

 

Shield Project (Great Hall) 

Materials will be available for creating a large scale shield against 

worldwide dark arts. Each House will be responsible for one section 

of the shield. They must decorate their section with words or pictures 

of real-life solutions to real-life dark arts. 

Once assembled, the shield will be displayed in the Great Hall as a 

reminder that each witch or wizard from every House can work 

together to help protect the world from the dark arts. 



Closing 

Gather witches and wizards together. Thank them for working 

together toward peace, liberty, and justice. 

In closing, ask each witch or wizard to share their solution for 

defending themselves or the world from the dark arts. If you are short 

for time or have a high-energy group, ask them to vote with their 

wands instead: “Raise your wand if you talk to your friends for help 

defending yourself from the dark arts.” 

Ask witches and wizards to help you extinguish the chalice by 

pointing their wands at it and saying nox. 

 


