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April 2, 2017: God Is In All Beings 

Thematic Integration:  

Immanence: The Practice of Blessing the World 

 
Core Concepts:  

We see the divine in all beings 

Key Phrases:  
God, Divine

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, ask each child to find their name stone and a place to sit, making a 

circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones and then sit 

in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. All around the world, 

Unitarian Universalists of all ages light chalices when they gather together. Now 

we will light the chalice, the symbol of our Unitarian Universalist faith and say 

together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 

This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 

place your stone around the chalice.  

When all have had a turn say, "It is very good to be together." 
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 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains a ball of yarn. Ask the 

children what they think of this object. After they have had a chance to think about the 

ball of yarn, tell them that the yarn will help us remember that we are all connected. 

 

Today we are going to think about how God is in all things that are in the web of 

life. I wonder if you have ever heard of the web of life? I wonder if we have a 

Unitarian Universalist Principle that talks about the web of life?  

The world we live in is full of many, many things. What things can you think of that 

are on the earth--not things that people have made--but things that Mother Nature 

has made? in the waters? in the air? underground? 

 

As the children name their beings, show them how to throw the ball of yarn around the 

circle, with each child holding onto a piece of it to form a web. Have the room helper 

write down the ideas that children offer on a piece of newsprint for later. After you have 

gathered a good list of earth, sky and water things, say something like the following: 

 

Some people call all of these things "beings of the earth and sky." They call 

animals and people “beings,” but they also call things such as the sun, moon, 

stars, trees, mountains and rivers “beings.” These people believe that there is life 

and movement in all of these beings. 

 

As Unitarian Universalists, we are reminded that all beings are connected, like 

you are all connected right now with this web that we created. Some believe that 

the divine, or God, lives in all beings, and so we much take care of all beings.  
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Help the children wind up the yarn and help them find a comfy place to sit for the story.  

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- Love Your Neighbor (10 minutes) 
Take out the story basket and invite the co-teacher or students to help tell the story with 

the props as you tell the story. Then process using the Guiding Questions. 

 

The story we are going to hear today is more like a poem. Poems like this are sung 

by the first people who lived in North America, the Indians or Native Americans. 

They believe that God is in all the beings that are on the earth and in the sky. 

There are other people too, here, and in other lands, who have similar beliefs. 

 

When these people say "all beings" they mean things like the sun and mountains 

and thunder as well as animals, birds, and fish. These people call God by names 

like Mother Earth and Father Sky, or Great Spirit, or Great Mysterious. This poem 

says Great Mysterious. 

 

In this story the four directions are important. These are the directions for east, 

south, west, and north.  

 

I wonder what this could be. It has four colors: yellow… red… brown… and 

white… 

 

Behold! 

A sacred voice is calling you! 

All over the sky a sacred voice is calling! 

This we know: all things are the work of the Great Mysterious. 

This we know: the Great Mysterious is in all things. 

 

(Hold out and then place the 4-colored God Question Mark in the very center of the 

underlay, with the colors coordinating with those of the underlay.) 

 

Look to the East – find the Great Mysterious in the East: (yellow quadrant) 

in the mouse, who teaches us that the small can be wise; 

in the eagle, who teaches us to be brave; 
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in the sun, who teaches us to bring light to others. 

Look to the East – find the Great Mysterious in the yellow of the East. 

 

(Pause.) 

 

Look to the South – find the Great Mysterious in the South: ( red quadrant) 

in the rose bush, who protects her beauty with thorns; 

in the cougar, who notices everything; 

in the willow tree, who knows how to bend with the wind. 

Look to the South – find the Great Mysterious in the red of the South. 

 

(Pause.) 

 

Look to the West – find the Great Mysterious in the West: (brown quadrant) 

in the power of thunder and lightning; 

in the strength of the bear; 

in the steady going forward of the turtle. 

Look to the West – find the Great Mysterious in the brown of the West. 

 

(Pause.) 

 

Look to the North – find the Great Mysterious in the North: (white quadrant) 

in the calmness of the buffalo; 

in the openness of the mountaintop; 

in the peace of the quiet lake. 

Look to the North – find the Great Mysterious in the white of the North. 

 

(Pause.) 

 

This we know: all things are the work of the Great Mysterious. 

This we know: the Great Mysterious is in all things. 
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Transition Tip: Have the children, or one volunteer, help to put the story basket away in a place where 

they know to find it later. The story baskets are a great choice activity for children who might be having 

a hard time engaging in the craft activity for the day. Invite children to remember where the basket is so 

that they can take it out and practice telling the story themselves.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: (15 minutes) 
 

This month, we are talking about Blessing the world- this means that each of us 

has gifts to share with the world. Some believe that we all have gifts to share 

because God, or the divine, lives in all of us.  

 

Moving as Beings of the Earth and Sky 

Look at the previous list you have made of beings. Use the CD player in the room to play 

some music for the following game: 

Which of these beings would you like to pretend be? Choose one. How do you think 

that being might move? Stand up and try out a few movements. Now I am going to 

put on some music. When you hear the music you can begin to move around or 

stand as if you were that being. Try to imagine what it is like to be that being. Feel 

the power in your being! Then as the music goes on, if you wish, you can change 

and be one of the other beings. You can be as many of these beings as you wish. 

Just be careful not to bump into anybody or trip on anything. 

 

 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder what part of this story you like best? 

I wonder if we could leave out any part of this story? 

I wonder if you see yourself in this story? 

I wonder if you think God, or the Great Mysterious, is in all things? 

I wonder if the beings of the earth and sky can teach us things? 

I wonder if you have ever learned anything from beings of the earth or sky? 

I wonder what the Great Mysterious might be? 
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Art Response 

Invite the children to each choose a being where they might find God. Help them use the 

craft supplies to create a collage or drawing of these beings. If the weather permits, 

consider going outside and inviting the children to take clipboards, paper and pencils and 

find a place to sit and sketch something they see outside where they might find God.  

 Transition Tip: Help children keep track of time by reminding them when there is 5 and 2 

minutes remaining before it is time to move onto the closing activity.  

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about God! Even when we 

hold different beliefs, we can all still be friends and celebrate one another.  

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  

Then repeat the following closing words: 

Grateful for being. 

Grateful for being here. 

Grateful for being here, together. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket.  
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice 

Lighting 

10 • Chalice 

• Labyrinth 

• Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

• Wonderbox 

 

10 • Wonderbox: 

o Inside: ball of yarn 

Digging Deeper 

• Love Your Neighbor 

• Wondering Questions 

15 • Story Basket 

• Felt underlay sewed into four quarters: yellow, 

red, brown, white. 

• God question mark in four quarters 

• Yellow photo cards of mouse, eagle, sun 

• Red photo cards of rose, cougar, willow 

• Brown photo cards of lightening, bear, turtle 

• White photo cards of buffalo, mountain, lake 

 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

• Role Play 

• Art Choice 

15 • Construction paper 

• Scissors 

• Markers/ crayons 

• Magazines 

• glue 

 

Closing the Circle 

• share gratitude 

• extinguish chalice 

5 • Wordwall word: sanctuary 

Total 55  

 


