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March 19, 2017: God is Like a Compassionate Deer 

Thematic Integration:  

Simplicity: The Practice of Living by Heart 
 

Core Concepts:  
We can find beauty and God all around us. 

Key Phrases:  
God, Compassion 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, invite each to take off their shoes and then to choose a stone from the 

basket or bowl. Show them how to add their stone to the labyrinth. Ask each child to find 

a place to sit, making a circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones, take off 

our shoes, and then sit in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. We take off our shoes 

and place our stones in the labyrinth each week to help remind us that this is a 

very special place. Church is a place where we can all come together to learn and 

grow and share. Lighting the chalice is another ritual we have that helps to remind 

us that this time and this place is special, and reminds us to be loving and kind to 

one another. All around the world, Unitarian Universalists of all ages light 

chalices when they gather together. Now we will light the chalice, the symbol of 

our Unitarian Universalist faith and say together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 
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This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 

place your stone somewhere on the labyrinth.  

Invite children to come up, one at a time, to place their stone upon the labyrinth, say their 

name, and share how they are feeling. You may have to prompt each individual 

participant until the group gets used to this opening ritual. When all have placed their 

name stones on the labyrinth, affirm, "It is very good to be together." 

 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains animal figures. 

 

How many of you have pets? What are they? 

How many of you visit where there are pets? What are they? 

What do people do to care for, to love a pet? 

What do pets do to show love for their owners or visitors? 

What do people do to care for wild animals? 

Have you ever heard about an animal doing something very special, or heroic, out 

of love for a person? 

 

Today’s story is about love and compassion between humans and animals. It is 

from the Buddhist religion 

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 
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Digging Deeper- God is Like a Compassionate Deer 

(10 minutes) 
Take out the story basket and invite the co-teacher or students to help tell the story with 

the props as you tell the story. Then process using the Guiding Questions. 

 

Once there was a very special deer. 

 

You would notice this deer right away because of its large antlers, the long hair at 

its throat, and its beautiful coloring. It was intelligent and could run swiftly and 

leap great distances, but it was also tender and loving. This wonderful deer lived 

in a very deep forest, far away from towns and people. 

 

Now one day the king decided to go hunting, and he and his followers set out into 

the forest on their horses. The king, of course, rode the fastest horse. 

 

The king became so excited at chasing the animals and trying out his bow and 

arrow that, without knowing it, he soon left the others behind and entered the 

deepest part of the woods. 

 

All of a sudden the king saw the wonderful, special deer, and he knew that this was 

the deer he wanted to shoot. He strung his bow and urged his horse to gallop 

swiftly after the deer. The Great Deer saw him coming and took off as fast as 

lightning. 

 

As he was fleeing, the deer came up to a ravine, which is a very wide ditch. 

 

The deer easily leapt across the ditch to safety on the other side. 

 

The horse the king was riding, however, knew he could not jump that far, so when 

he came to the edge he stopped suddenly. 

 

The king was thrown off his horse and into the ditch. 

 

The Great Deer, not hearing sounds behind him anymore, looked back. 
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The deer saw the riderless horse standing at the edge of the ravine, and realized 

what must have happened to the king. Now we could understand if the deer had 

kept on running, happy not to be chased anymore. Instead the Great Deer thought 

not of himself, but of the king who might be injured and needing help. The deer 

said to himself, "The king has been used to a royal life with someone always there 

to help him with everything. Now he may be lying hurt and in pain, and there is no 

one else to help him. I cannot leave him there alone." 

 

So the Great Deer went back and looked over the rim of the ravine. 

 

Below him he saw the king lying on the ground with his royal clothing all torn and 

dusty. Full of compassion for the king, the deer no longer thought of him as an 

enemy but felt only sympathy and concern for him. Tears came to the deer's eyes 

and he said to the king, "I hope your pain is not too great? Do you think you have 

broken any bones? Though I am only a creature of the woods, I have the power to 

rescue you. Just tell me if you wish me to help you." 

 

The king was surprised to hear the deer speak and even more amazed that the one 

he had intended to kill was now caring about him. The king felt ashamed and 

thought to himself, "Though he bears the shape of an animal, I am the one who is 

the real beast." 

 

The king answered the deer, "My armor protected me when I fell, so my injuries 

are not too great. I can bear the pain of my body; worse though is the pain I feel 

knowing that I was trying to kill you. But if you still want to help, I accept your 

offer." 

 

The Great Deer was happy that the king would let him help, and he said, "Mount 

on my back, Your Majesty, and hold on tight." Then the deer crouched down and 

the king held on tight. 

 

Then the deer sprung upward and brought the king up out of the ravine. He helped 

the king back onto his horse and explained how to get out of the forest. 
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The king, full of gratitude, said, "My life is yours, O Great and Compassionate 

Deer. I will do anything for you. Why don't you come with me and live in my 

palace, and I will give you everything you want. Don't stay in these woods where 

someone else might come and kill you." 

 

But the Great Deer answered the king, "I do not seek the pleasures of your palace, 

O King; I am content to live here in the forest. However, if you truly wish to help 

me, stop your hunting. I will have all I want if you and others no longer wish to 

harm any deer, or other animals, or birds, or insects. All we want is to be left in 

peace in this beautiful place." 

 

The king agreed readily and then set off for his home, now full of love and 

compassion for all creatures. 

 

 Transition Tip: Have the children, or one volunteer, help to put the story basket away in a place where they 
know to find it later. The story baskets are a great choice activity for children who might be having a hard 

time engaging in the craft activity for the day. Invite children to remember where the basket is so that they 

can take it out and practice telling the story themselves.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: Mysterious God Response (15 

minutes) 
Role Play: Pets and People Caring for Each Other 

 

Now invite the children to act out one or more of the following situations involving a 

person and a pet, also using some of the ideas which the children have mentioned in your 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder what part of the story you liked best? 

I wonder what part of the story is the most important? 

I wonder why the deer felt compassion for the king? 

I wonder if God can take the form of an animal? 

I wonder if Unitarian Universalists are ever compassionate toward animals? 

I wonder how we can show compassion toward others? 
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earlier discussion. Help them to keep the little skits short. See that anyone who wants a 

turn has one, but don't push anyone into acting who doesn't want to. Be sure to have one 

child be the person and one be the pet. If necessary, you may want to give a little 

narrative to coach the children as they act out the situation. 

 

1. A person caring for a pet. 

2. A pet caring for a person. 

3. A pet doing something special, or heroic, for a person. 

4. A person caring for a wild animal. 

 

 

Draw or Paint Pictures of Pets or Animals 

 

Free Choice Art Response: Express your idea of compassion 

 

Point out the construction paper, markers and magazine pictures. Invite children to draw 

pictures that expresses their idea of compassion. Encourage children to think deeply 

about a pet they have or other forms of compassion they have experienced. How did they 

feel when they were offered compassion? How do others feel when they receive 

compassion? 

 

 Transition Tip: Help children keep track of time by reminding them when there is 5 and 2 

minutes remaining before it is time to move onto the closing activity.  

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Wordwall: Direct the children’s attention to the wordwall and show them the word 

"Prayer”   

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about Prayer! 

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  
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Then repeat the following closing words: 

We are thankful. 

We are thankful to be here. 

We are thankful to be here, together. 

We are thankful to be here, together, now. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket. If 

name stones are, tell the children you will return their stones to the basket once they are 

dry. Ask a few volunteers to help you fold or roll the labyrinth and put it away. 
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice 

Lighting 

10 • Chalice 

• Labyrinth 

• Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

• Wonderbox 

 

10 • Wonderbox: 

o Inside: animal figures 

Digging Deeper 

• Mystery of God 

• Wondering Questions 

15 • Story Basket 

• wonderbox 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

• Role Play 

• Art Choice 

15 • Construction paper 

• Magazines 

• Scissors 

• Glue 

 

Closing the Circle 

• wordwall word 

• share gratitude 

• extinguish chalice 

5 • Wordwall word: Compassion 

Total 55  

 


