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May 14: 2017: God Is In Fairness 

Thematic Integration:  

Submission: The Practice of Claiming Power 

 
Core Concepts:  

We are all connected; we care for one another.  

When we care for one another, we have the power to make our world a better place.  

Key Phrases:  

Web of Life 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, ask each child to find their name stone and a place to sit, making a 

circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones and then sit 

in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. All around the world, 

Unitarian Universalists of all ages light chalices when they gather together. Now 

we will light the chalice, the symbol of our Unitarian Universalist faith and say 

together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 

This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 

place your stone around the chalice.  

When all have had a turn say, "It is very good to be together." 
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 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains the class’s group 

covenant.  

Invite the children to share what they remember about this.  

This is our group covenant- does anyone remember making this?  

“Covenant” is a fancy way of talking about the special promises that we make 

with each other. When we keep these promises, it helps us make this a safe and 

fair place everyone. These promises are a little bit like rules, but they are 

different; when we break a promise, we wonder and ask questions about how we 

can repair our relationships with each other. Also, when we make promises, we 

all get to have a say in what promises we make. So we listen to each other, and 

we share with each other, and we make our covenant work for all of us. And it 

makes our group strong.  

Read the class covenant together. Ask: what do you think of this covenant now? Is there 

anything they would like to add?  

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- God Wants Fairness (10 minutes) 
Take out the story basket and invite the co-teacher or students to help tell the story with 

the props as you tell the story. Remind the children that each story that you share about 

God represents different beliefs held by many different people about God.  

 

The Hebrew people thought that the spirit of love and mystery that they called God 

was in charge of creating the world. 
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The Hebrew people imagined that when God created the world and the people, 

God saw to it that there was plenty of land, and plenty of water, and plenty of good 

things to eat. They imagined that God saw to it that there were enough good things 

in the world for everyone. 

 

God said, "The world I have created is good. The people I have created are made 

in my likeness. I have blessed them and given them all they need for a good life." 

And the people were kind to each other and treated each other fairly. 

 

The people were glad about the wonderful things in the world, and they offered 

gifts to God. They sang and made music and danced. And God was happy. 

 

But somehow, as time went by, many of the people no longer were content. Even 

though they had enough to live easily, they began to notice every little difference 

between what they had and what others had. 

 

The people spent a lot of time comparing and saying, "This is good! That is bad!" 

"That is bad! This is good!" Many people were no longer glad, and God was sad. 

 

It got even worse. Because some of the people wanted what others had, they began 

to be unfair to each other. Sometimes, they told a lie in order to get something they 

wanted. 

Sometimes, when they were selling to others, they cheated them. Sometimes, they 

stole. Sometimes, they would fight and be hurtful to others. And God was very sad. 

 

God tried to tell them to care about each other and to be fair. 

 

But they didn't seem hear God. 

 

As the story goes, God called on a man named Moses because God knew he cared 

about fairness. 
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God said to him, "Moses, I am going to give my people some laws. These laws will 

help them to be fair with each other. I want you to go and tell my laws to the 

people. Maybe, they will listen to you." 

 

So Moses gathered the people together and said, "Here are some of God's laws: 

Do not wish for things that belong to others; Do not tell lies; Do not steal; Do not 

hurt others." 

 

Moses went on, "If you obey God's laws you will be fair to each other, and you will 

be happy again." The people seemed to listen, and God was hopeful. 

 

For a while it worked. But soon many of the people forgot the laws and began to 

be unfair again. 

 

Because they were always wanting more, they were unhappy, and God was 

unhappy. They remembered how God had enjoyed their gifts and music and 

dances, and they thought they might bring cheer to themselves and to God if they 

sang their songs, played their instruments, and danced. 

 

But it only upset God to hear their songs and dances while at the same time they 

were being unfair to each other. 

 

So God tried again, calling the shepherd Amos and saying, "Amos, speak these 

words of mine to the people." 

 

So Amos said, "Here is what God says: I can't enjoy your music and dances and 

gifts while you are so unfair to each other. Take away the noise of your songs and 

the melody of your harps. What I want is for fairness to roll down like water; for 

fairness to be like an ever-flowing stream." 

 

This time some of the people heard what it was that God really wanted, and they 

wrote down the words of God which Moses and Amos had spoken. 

 

And all through the years, and even today, whenever people forget what it is that 

God wants, the words are there in the Hebrew Bible to read over and over again. 
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And when people are fair and care for each other, then God loves the offerings and 

the singing and the music and the dancing. When people are fair, God and the 

people are very, very happy. 

Transition Tip: Have the children, or one volunteer, help to put the story basket away in a place where they 

know to find it later. The story baskets are a great choice activity for children who might be having a hard time 

engaging in the craft activity for the day. Invite children to remember where the basket is so that they can take it 

out and practice telling the story themselves.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: (15 minutes) 
Making “Waters of Fairness” In the story, Amos said that God wanted fairness to flow 

down like water. Tell me of some of the times when you have seen fairness. 

Give the children a chance to describe experiences of fairness. Write their ideas onto the 

strips of blue paper. 

When the children have given you all of their ideas, invite them to help you glue them onto 

the poster board and then post it on the wall or on a bulletin board in such a way that it looks 

like the waters are flowing down. Title it “The Everflowing Waters of Fairness.” 

 

Dancing for Fairness Give each child a dance ribbon kit. 

Each kit should have one pipe cleaner, three ribbons, and 

three bells. Show the children how they can thread each bell 

onto the pipe cleaner. Then help them tie their ribbons onto 

the pipe cleaners.  

 

After they are done, help them use their ribbons to dance! 

Use the CD and images in the classroom to inspire your 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder if you know of any rules that help people be fair to each other? 

I wonder what you think of the Hebrew people’s idea of God in this story? 

I wonder if you have ever been treated unfairly? 

I wonder what kinds of unfair things you have seen? 

I wonder if you have ever been angry about unfair things? 

I wonder if you have ever been happy about the world? 

I wonder if you ever dance in joy or gladness? 
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sacred dances. If space is tight, take the kids out into the hallway and dance up and down the 

hallway. 

 

When people are glad about things in the world, they often like to sing and play musical 

instruments and dance to let the spirit of love and mystery that some people call God 

know of their gladness. What are some of the things in the world that you are glad about? 

 

 Transition Tip: Help children keep track of time by reminding them when there is 5 and 2 

minutes remaining before it is time to move onto the closing activity.  

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about God! Even when we 

hold different beliefs, we can all still be friends and celebrate one another.  

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  

Then repeat the following closing words: 

Grateful for being. 

Grateful for being here. 

Grateful for being here, together. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket.  
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice Lighting 10 • Chalice 

• Labyrinth 

• Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

• Wonderbox 
 

10 • Wonderbox: 
o Inside: a bucket and ribbon 

Digging Deeper 

• God Wants Fairness 

• Wondering Questions 

15 • Story Basket with Manipulatives (9 pieces) 
o felt underlay 
o Laminated pieces: landscape, 

musician/dancers, unhappy group, 
merchants, Moses, Commandments, 
Amos, Torah and Bible, God question 
mark 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

• Fairness Group Project 

• Dancing Ribbons 

15 • Construction Paper 

• Poster Board 

• Pip ecleaners 

• Bells 

• Ribbons 
 

Closing the Circle 

• share gratitude 

• extinguish chalice 

5  

Total 55  

 


