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February 19, 2017: Hide and Seek With God 

Thematic Integration:  

Prayer: The Practice of Staying Awake 

 
Core Concepts:  

When we are fully awake, we find that which some call “God.” 

Key Phrases:  
God 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, invite each to take off their shoes and then to choose a stone from the 

basket or bowl. Show them how to add their stone to the labyrinth. Ask each child to find 

a place to sit, making a circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones, take off 

our shoes, and then sit in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. We take off our shoes 

and place our stones in the labyrinth each week to help remind us that this is a 

very special place. Church is a place where we can all come together to learn and 

grow and share. Lighting the chalice is another ritual we have that helps to remind 

us that this time and this place is special, and reminds us to be loving and kind to 

one another. All around the world, Unitarian Universalists of all ages light 

chalices when they gather together. Now we will light the chalice, the symbol of 

our Unitarian Universalist faith and say together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 
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This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 

place your stone somewhere on the labyrinth.  

Invite children to come up, one at a time, to place their stone upon the labyrinth, say their 

name, and share how they are feeling. You may have to prompt each individual 

participant until the group gets used to this opening ritual. When all have placed their 

name stones on the labyrinth, affirm, "It is very good to be together." 

 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains a magnifying glass: 

What do you think of when you see a magnifying glass?  

Allow the students to pass the magnifying glass around and encourage them to look at 

their skin and the floor and see if they notice things that they might not be able to see 

without it.  

Magnifying glasses can help us see things that we might not be able to see 

without them. Today, we are going to share a story all about having to look really 

closely to find something. Sometimes we look with our eyes, but we can also look 

with our inner eye; when we slow down, we can notice things that we might not 

otherwise notice. So as we talk about PRAYER: The Practice of Staying awake, 

we are going to practice, today, staying awake to different ideas about God.  

Tell the group that over the next couple of months, the group is going to be hearing a lot 

of different stories about the mystery that some people call God. We will hear a different 

story each week. In our Unitarian Universalist church, people have many different ideas 

about what they think of as God. Just like we each are different and beautiful and 

beloved, so are all the different ideas about God.  
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Name Game Now begin a clapping rhythm and invite the children to join you in the 

following chant, clapping on the underlined words: 

 

Names, names, 

Names aren't the same. 

Everybody has one. 

What is your name? 

 

The Storyteller says: This is "(Rosa), welcome, (Rosa)." Have the children repeat, 

"welcome, (Rosa)." Do this for each person's name, keeping the clapping going and 

repeating the chorus after each name. 

  

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- Hide and Seek with God (15 minutes) 

STORY: HIDE AND SEEK WITH GOD 

Take the underlay and spread it out slowly and with 

reverence.) 

 

Once upon a time God said, "I'm bored because I don't 

have anything to do. I want to play with my friends." 

And because God is God, as soon as the words were 

spoken God's friends were there. 

 

(Take out the friends and set them on the underlay.) 

 

When God saw them all gathered, God said, "I've been 

bored because I haven't had anything to do. Let's play something." "Good idea," 

said God's friends, "What shall we play?" God thought for a minute and then said, 

"I know, let's play hide and seek!" The friends all said, "Yay", for they knew that 

hide and seek with God was always exciting and different because God was the 

one who hid and God always thought of wonderful places to hide. 
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So God's friends closed their eyes tight and they counted to ten. 

 

(Turn the friends over) 

 

When they opened their eyes God wasn't there anymore. So they all went off to look 

for God. 

 

(Turn over friend #1.) 

 

One friend decided to look close upon the earth and soon came to a meadow. As he 

was searching, he stopped to admire the tender new sprouts of green grass pushing 

their way up toward the sun. 

 

(Lay down grass picture .) 

 

As he bent over to look more closely at the tender green, he realized there was 

something special and amazing and wonderful about it. So he jumped up and ran 

back to home base, calling out, "I found God! God is green and growing. I found 

God in the grass!" 

 

(Turn over friend #2.) 

 

Another one of God's friends decided to look for God in the night. She watched the 

sun go down, listened for the work-a-day noises stop, and saw the lights in the 

houses go out. 

 

(Lay down night picture.) 

 

As it got darker, and as the peaceful night wrapped itself around her, she listened 

very hard, and then she realized there was something special and amazing and 

wonderful about it. And when it was so still that she could see and hear nothing at 

all, she suddenly jumped up and ran to home base, calling out, "I found God! God 

is dark and peaceful. I found God in the night!" 
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(Turn over friend #3.) 

 

A third friend looked upon the earth, and he felt the mystery of the grass growing 

toward the sun. He stayed and watched the night come on, and he felt the mystery 

of the darkness and the stars. 

 

(Lay down star .) 

 

He thought to himself, "These mysteries are special and amazing and wonderful." 

But when he finally came back to home base, he said, "I found wonderful mysteries 

but I'm not sure if I want to call them God." 

 

(Add question marks and Turn over friend #4.) 

 

A fourth friend decided to look for God where people were. She joined a group of 

people going home from work and went with them into the store where they bought 

food. 

 

(Lay down heart picture .) 

 

She went with them back out on the street as they started for their homes. She was 

with them when someone came up and said, "Please, I am very hungry. Could you 

share a little food with me?" The people readily agreed, and as she watched, she 

realized there was something special and amazing and wonderful about those 

people. And she suddenly turned around and ran to home base, calling out, "I 

found God! God is love and sharing. I found God in people who care for others!" 

 

(Turn over friends 5 and 6 ) 

 

Finally, two more of God's friends, a boy and a girl, decided to look for God 

together. After a time, they came to a house and they decided to look for God in the 

house. In the house they saw a room, and they looked for God in the room. And in 

the room they saw a mirror, and they looked for God in the mirror. 

 

(Hold up the hand-held mirror and have the children look at themselves.) 
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As they looked into the mirror they realized there was something special and 

amazing and wonderful being reflected in it, and they suddenly turned around and 

ran to home base, calling out, "We found God! We found God in us!" 

 

(Place the mirror on the underlay near friends 5 & 6. Then return God Question Mark to 

the center of the underlay.) 

 

At this God appeared again and said, "I had so much fun! Weren't those good 

hiding places? Some of you found me, others weren't sure, and others are still 

looking. That's OK because the most important thing is just to play the game. Let's 

do it again, because I'm sure I can think of some other good hiding places." And 

they all called out, "Olly, olly, oxen free, free," and the game started all over 

again. 
 

When the children have completed wondering, carefully and reverently put away the 

story pieces and return the basket to its spot in the cabinet.  
 

 Transition Tip: Consider setting a time limit to this activity; some children might be really engaged while 

others might race through the centers. Give the group a warning or use the timer in the classroom to show 

the kids how much time remains. If a child races through the centers, have that child walk you through the 

centers and describe them to you before allowing them to move on to the next activity.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: God Images (15 minutes) 
Art Response Direct children to take a piece of paper to the table and take a seat and 

draw their ideas about God on the inside of the paper. Use the God Images provided to 

help the children think creatively about what “God” means to them. Tell them that if 

They’re not sure about God, draw what's most mysterious to them. 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder what part of the story you liked best? 

I wonder what part of the story is the most important to you? 

I wonder where else you might look for God in a game of hide and seek? 

I wonder why the one child wasn’t sure if he had seen God in the sunset and night? 

I wonder if you have ever found God in anything? 

I wonder where Unitarian Universalists look for God? 

I wonder if there is a place you would not find God? 



Adapted From Creating Home & Stories About God | WBUUC 2016-2017 

  

7 
 

Hide and Seek:  If time allows, invite children to hide their picture of God somewhere in 

the classroom, and then play a game of Hide and Seek with God. Count to 10 together 

and then instruct children to find someone else’s picture of God in the classroom. Then 

bring the pictures to the yellow underlay and invite children to show the picture that they 

found. Then ask the person who drew the picture to talk about what they drew.  

 

 Transition Tip: Some children will finish before others; invite those who finish first to 

explore the labyrinth, make a namestone, or create a second necklace for a friend who 

wasn’t there today. 

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Wordwall: Direct the children’s attention to the wordwall and show them the word 

"God”   

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about God! 

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  

Then repeat the following closing words: 

We are thankful. 

We are thankful to be here. 

We are thankful to be here, together. 

We are thankful to be here, together, now. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Guiding Questions: 

Do you talk about God at home or with friends or family?  

What are some other ideas you have heard about God or Gods?  

Tell me about the picture you are drawing; where would you find this God or Gods? 
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Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket. If 

name stones are, tell the children you will return their stones to the basket once they are 

dry. 

Ask a few volunteers to help you fold or roll the labyrinth and put it away. 
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice 

Lighting 

10  Chalice 

 Labyrinth 

 Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

 Wonderbox 

 Name Game 

15  Wonderbox: 

o Inside: plate, 7 objects, cloth to hide 

objects 

Digging Deeper 

 Hide and Seek with God 

Story 

 Wondering Questions 

15  Prayer centers: 

o Labyrinth (floor labyrinth, stones, led 

votives) 

o Coloring 

o Bedtime prayers (teddy bear, blanket, 

pillow, book of prayers) 

o Meal-time prayers (plates, play food, 

chalice and votive) 

  

 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

 Art Reflection 

 Hide and Seek Game 

15  Coloring pages 

 Blank pages 

 Crayons 

 Newsprint 

 Glue 

 markers 

Closing the Circle 

 wordwall word 

 share gratitude 

 extinguish chalice 

5  Wordwall word: prayer 

Total 60  

 


