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April 30, 2017: Making Good Things Happen 

Thematic Integration:  

Immanence: The Practice of Blessing the World 

 
Core Concepts:  

We can bless the world 

Key Phrases:  
God, Blessings

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, ask each child to find their name stone and a place to sit, making a 

circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones and then sit 

in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. All around the world, 

Unitarian Universalists of all ages light chalices when they gather together. Now 

we will light the chalice, the symbol of our Unitarian Universalist faith and say 

together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 

This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 

place your stone around the chalice.  

When all have had a turn say, "It is very good to be together." 
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 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains a bucket and pieces of 

ribbon that represent good deeds.  

Invite the children to think about what the bucket might represent. Ask: 

Has anyone ever heard of “filling someone’s bucket?” 

Explain that we might imagine that every person has an invisible bucket—and when we 

do nice things for them, that their buckets are filled. When we aren’t so nice. Our buckets 

are dipped. Another way that we might talk about being a bucket filler, is we might say 

that we are “blessing the world.” Ask the children for examples of things that might fill 

another person’s bucket.  

Today we are going to talk about how, even when sad or bad things happen, we 

can still work to be bucket fillers that bless the world.   

Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your 

time together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- Inner Eye (10 minutes) 
Take out the story basket and invite the co-teacher or students to help tell the story with 

the props as you tell the story. Remind the children that each story that you share about 

God represents different beliefs held by many different people about God. Today’s story 

shows a God that makes everything in our universe happen. Do all people believe this 

about God? Stories can help us explore different and new ideas, and learn about different 

beliefs.  

 

 



Adapted From Creating Home & Stories About God | WBUUC 2016-2017 
  

3 
 

One day it started to rain, and everyone was glad because they needed water to 

help the crops grow. 

 

It was all right when it rained the next day and the next, but when it kept on 

raining people began to be tired of it. When they had to cancel the carnival, the 

children were very unhappy. "Why does it have to be raining so much?" they said. 

"Why does God let such a bad thing happen?" 

 

During the next week, it still rained a lot. The children had to stay inside most of 

the time, and they got tired of "rainy day games." They were fussy with each other, 

and their parents were fussy too. And one day when they thought they were finally 

going to get out of the house and go to the carnival, the roads were flooded and 

they couldn't go. "Why, oh why, is it raining so much?" they said. "Why doesn't 

God make it stop?" 

 

Later, they watched on TV and saw how the rains had filled up the rivers so much 

that they were flowing over their banks and that water was coming into the houses 

of people who lived near the rivers. 

 

They also heard that those people were having to leave their houses and go live at 

the school because it wasn't safe for them to stay in their homes anymore. "How 

terrible! Those poor people!" the children said. "Why does God let such bad things 

happen?" 

 

"Maybe God hasn't noticed how much rain has fallen. Maybe God doesn't know 

how bad it is," the children said. "Maybe we should talk to God." 

 

And so the children did. "Hi, God, we need to talk to you. There's been an awful lot 

of rain here lately," one of them said. "God, it's really too much rain: the streets 

are flooded; the rivers are overflowing; and we can't go outside," said another. 

"Can't you do something about all this rain? Why do you let these bad things 

happen?" said a third child. "Don't you even care?" said a fourth. And they waited 

to hear what God would say. 

 

Finally, God answered them saying, "Hi, children, here I am. 
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(Place God question mark piece in center section of underlay.) 

 

Yes, I do know that there has been a lot of rain, and that it is causing problems. 

And, yes, I do care. But, you see, things like the rain in your town are only one part 

of all the things in the Great Big Universe. If you could see the Great Big Universe 

with my God's eyes, you would see how this ‘too much rain' in your town is just 

one part of the whole picture. If you could see the Great Big Universe with my 

God's eyes, you would see that it isn't always easy to know what is good and what 

is bad. If you could see the Great Big Universe with my God's eyes, you would see 

that because there is freedom in the world, things can sometimes surprise even 

me." 

 

"But we don't like it that we can't go out to play.” “When we tried to go to the 

carnival, the roads were flooded." "It's terrible that the people near the rivers have 

to leave their houses." "Something should be done about it!" said one child after 

the other. "Yes, it should," said God, "but you are forgetting something." "What?" 

the children asked. "The work of the world is not up to me alone. I have to keep a 

watch on the whole Great Big Universe with my God's eyes, but I need you to help 

me when there are difficulties in your part of that great big world." 

 

"But what can we do?" said the children, "we can't make the rain stop." "No," said 

God, "but you can help the people who had to leave their houses." "I guess we 

could," the children said. 

 

And so they did. They talked to their parents and they found extra cots and 

blankets. 

 

They gathered up extra clothing. They made muffins and casseroles. They chose 

lots of their "rainy days games" and their musical instruments. And they took them 

all down to the school to share with the people whose houses had been flooded. 

 

And they stayed a while, and they played games with the children that were there. 

And they sang songs together, and finally as they were singing, "You are My 

Sunshine", the rain stopped, and the sun came out again. 
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Then God came to the children, and said, "The world I have created is full of many 

things, and there are mysteries which are not easy to understand. But you have 

made good things happen in your part of the Great Big Universe. Thank you for 

helping me." And the children said, "You are welcome! We like helping, and we 

want to do it again." "And I'm sure you will," said God. 

Transition Tip: Have the children, or one volunteer, help to put the story basket away in a place where they 

know to find it later. The story baskets are a great choice activity for children who might be having a hard time 

engaging in the craft activity for the day. Invite children to remember where the basket is so that they can take it 

out and practice telling the story themselves.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: (15 minutes) 
When we do nice things for other people, we might say that we are “filling 

someone’s bucket.” Sometimes, we might say instead that we are Blessing the 

World. We are going to think about the things that we can do to fill buckets and 

bless the world. What gifts do you share to bless to the world? 

Art Reponse (option 1) 

Have the children sit at the work tables. Each child needs: 

• a piece of construction paper 

• a bucket cutout 

• a half sheet drawing/writing prompt 

• glue stick 

Ask the children to draw a picture of how they can be a bucket-filler and 

have them decorate their buckets. Then help them by writing a description below. As 

time allows, invite children back into the story circle to share their projects. 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder what part of this story you liked best? 

I wonder what the bad things in the story were? 

I wonder if you know about other bad things that can happen? 

In this story, God is “running” the universe- I wonder if the God in this story is doing a good 

job?   

I wonder if bad things are God’s fault? I wonder if God can make bad things better? 

I wonder if people can ever make bad things better?  

I wonder if you have ever helped make a bad situation better? 
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Art Response (option 2) 

Take one color of yarn and wrap it over and around one stick, then on 

a diagonal to the next stick and over and around it, on the diagonal to 

the next stick and over and around it, and so on. Continue for four or 

more turns around the cross, until the eye is as large as you want. 

Catch the tail of the yarn as you wrap, so it is held in place. 

 

Tie a length of another color of yarn onto the first one 

with a tight knot. Wrap the yarn around the arms of 

the cross as before. Make as many turns around the cross as you like to 

form a narrow or wide band of this color. Repeat for each additional color 

until finished. 

 

 Transition Tip: Help children keep track of time by reminding them when there is 5 and 2 

minutes remaining before it is time to move onto the closing activity.  

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about God! Even when we 

hold different beliefs, we can all still be friends and celebrate one another.  

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  

Then repeat the following closing words: 

Grateful for being. 

Grateful for being here. 

Grateful for being here, together. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket.  
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice Lighting 10 • Chalice 

• Labyrinth 

• Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

• Wonderbox 
 

10 • Wonderbox: 
o Inside: a bucket and ribbon 

Digging Deeper 

• Making Good Things 
Happen 

• Wondering Questions 

15 • Story Basket 

• Green felt underlay 

• Large Galaxy Poster 

• Eight photo-cards: 
o 1. rainstorm 
o 2. ferris wheel and cloudy sky 
o 3. tv with flood 
o 4. children 
o 5. God question mark 
o 6. pile of blankets 
o 7. game playing 
o 8. singing and playing 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

• Bucketfillers craft 

• God’s Eye 

15 • Construction Paper 

• Scissors 

• Gluesticks 

• Half-page writing prompt 

• Crayons 

• Paper buckets 
 

Closing the Circle 

• share gratitude 

• extinguish chalice 

5  

Total 55  

 


