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May 21, 2017: Our Stories About God 

Thematic Integration:  

Submission: The Practice of Claiming Power 

 
Core Concepts:  

to express the children's own ideas about God 

 to celebrate the friendships and learnings they’ve gained throughout the year 

Key Phrases:  

God 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, ask each child to find their name stone and a place to sit, making a 

circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones and then sit 

in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. All around the world, 

Unitarian Universalists of all ages light chalices when they gather together. Now 

we will light the chalice, the symbol of our Unitarian Universalist faith and say 

together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 

After you share, place your stone around the chalice.  

When all have had a turn say, "It is very good to be together." 
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 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains many of the pictures 

used in the different stories about God that were shared during the year.  

Invite the children to share what they remember about these stories.  

This year we have heard a lot of stories with a lot of different ideas about the spirit 

of love and mystery that some people call God. I wonder if you remember any of 

the ideas we have shared during the year? Remember, as Unitarian Universalists, 

we are free to decide for ourselves what to believe about God. We are also free to 

decide whether or not to use the word "God." The stories we have heard give us 

ideas and help us in our thinking.  

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- What is God? (10 minutes) 
Today’s story is in the form of a story book- ask children to find a place where they can 

see the pictures. Consider pausing between sections and have the children imagine "God" 

in their minds. You can also spread out the pictures from the story baskets to see if there 

is an image in there that the kids think goes with the image of God in the book.  

Story: Read “What is God?" by Etan Boritzer. 
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 Transition Tip: Have the children, or one volunteer, help to put the story basket away in a place where they 

know to find it later. The story baskets are a great choice activity for children who might be having a hard 

time engaging in the craft activity for the day. Invite children to remember where the basket is so that they 

can take it out and practice telling the story themselves.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: Playing Hide and Seek(20 

minutes) 
Playing Hide and Seek 

Place the some or all of pictures around the room either before class begins, or ask children 

to hide their eyes while you hide the pictures and count to 10. Please make sure you collect 

ALL the pictures after class.  

 

To remind us of the stories we have heard during the year, I have hidden (add the 

numbers here) pictures around the room for you to find. I am going to ask you to work 

together as a team to find all of them and bring them back to our circle.  

 

Note: If the weather is nice, consider playing this Hide and Seek game outside! 

When the children have collected all of the pictures, look at them together and help the 

children to remember the story that each one stands for. As the children share which pictures 

they found, ask: can we all be friends even if we find God in different places?  

Have them practice asking each other, “where did you find God?” Have them share with one 

another where they found God, and end with, “Can we still be friends? Let’s be friends!” 

Invite them to shake hands.  

 

 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder if there is an image of God in this book that you like? 

I wonder if there is an image of God in this book that you don’t like? 

I wonder if you have a different idea of what God might be like? 

I wonder if you have ever felt something like God? 

I wonder if you ever ask “what is god?” 

I wonder if your idea of God may have changed from when you were younger? 

I wonder if you think your idea of God may change again sometime in your life? 
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Our Own Stories About God 

The children can make their own Stories About God booklets in response to the book or the 

Hide and Seek game. The intention here is for each child to draw one picture and/or writing 

(put their names on them!). Then all of that day's class pictures will be photocopied and will 

be available for parents to take home next week.  

 

Now it is our turn to make a story about God. You can either draw pictures or write 

stories or both. If you don't use the word God, draw a picture of what is most mysterious 

in the world or what is most important to you. You can take this paper and draw a picture 

of your story on one side and write about it on the other side. If you need help writing, 

ask one of the teachers to help you. 

 

 Transition Tip: Help children keep track of time by reminding them when there is 5 and 2 

minutes remaining before it is time to move onto the closing activity.  

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about God! Even when we 

hold different beliefs, we can all still be friends and celebrate one another.  

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  

Then repeat the following closing words: 

Grateful for being. 

Grateful for being here. 

Grateful for being here, together. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket.  
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice Lighting 10 • Chalice 

• Labyrinth 

• Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

• Wonderbox 
 

10 • Wonderbox: 
o Inside: a bucket and ribbon 

Digging Deeper 

• What is God? Story 

10 • Story Basket with Manipulatives (9 pieces) 
o Story Book 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

• Hide and Seek 

• Stories About God Booklets 

20 • Construction Paper 

• Markers 
 

Closing the Circle 

• share gratitude 

• extinguish chalice 

5  

Total 55  

 


