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Session 3: Beehive 
Thematic Integration:   

Covenant: The Practice of Walking Together 

 

Core Concepts:  
We are connected by our promises to one another.  

 
Key Words/ Phrases:  

Chalice, Symbol, Covenant 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (10 minutes)  

As children arrive, invite each to take off their shoes and then to choose a stone from the 
basket or bowl. Show them how to add their stone to the labyrinth. Ask each child to find 

a place to sit, making a circle around the chalice. Welcome the children to the Creating 
Home classroom. 

For the first few weeks it might be helpful to take extra time to name the flow of the day 
to participants to help them get used to a new routine. Tell them that each week, the first 

thing we will do together is find our stones, take off our shoes, and then sit in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. We take off our shoes 
and place our stones in the labyrinth each week to help remind us that this is a 
very special place. Church is a place where we can all come together to learn and 

grow and share. Lighting the chalice is another ritual we have that helps to remind 
us that this time and this place is special, and reminds us to be loving and kind to 

one another. All around the world, Unitarian Universalists of all ages light 
chalices when they gather together. Now we will light the chalice, the symbol of 

our Unitarian Universalist faith and say together our opening words. 
 

We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 
This is the church of the open mind 

This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our wor ld.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 
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All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 
feel really happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe 

sometimes you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special 
place where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and 
listening. This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After 

you share, place your stone somewhere on the labyrinth.  

Invite children to come up, one at a time, to place their stone upon the labyrinth, say their 

name, and share how they are feeling. You may have to prompt each individual 
participant until the group gets used to this opening ritual. When all have placed their 

name stones on the labyrinth, affirm, "It is very good to be together." 

 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 

because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 
will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 
pass the box around for children to shake and make observations, without peeking, about 

what they hear, the weight of the box, etc.  After the Wonderbox completes its journey 
around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you take the contents out so 
everyone can see them. Invite the children to sit back down in a circle. 

Ask for the kids to describe the objects and pictures and ask what they think the objects 
have in common..  

(Point to the picture of the bee hive) Today we will learn about the creature that 
lives in this home. Our poster shows the home, the beehive. But where are the 

bees? As we talk about bees, their homes, and the special jobs that they all have, 
we will talk about our own homes, too. 

 

Recite the following rhyme with the children, teaching them the hand motions. You may 

want to do it a few times, until the group has the hang of it.  
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Here is the beehive 
(Raise your closed fist with the back of your hand to the 
children.) 

Where are the bees?  

Hidden inside where nobody sees.  

Now they come creeping out of the 
hive. 

(Slowly begin to unfold your hand.) 

One, two, three, four, five... (Quickly pop up one finger for each number.) 

Buzzzzzzzz! (Move your fingers to imitate bees flying.) 

 

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- Bee Hive Posters (20 minutes) 
Gather the children at worktables. Distribute the Bee Body Parts handout along with glue 

sticks and scissors. Show the children the poster again. Point out that the poster's beehive, 

and say you need their help to find the bees that live there. Tell the children they may 

each make a bee for the poster. 

 

Show them your completed bee as one example of how the body parts could be put 

together. Help the children draw yellow stripes on their bees with the highlighter marker 

and glue on the bees' wings. Have them each write their name on their bees. Allow 

children to be creative when cutting out the body parts and putting them together - it is 

not necessary for all the bees to look alike. 

 

As children finish their bees, set the bees aside to dry. Allow children whose bees are not 

finished to continue working while you read the story, What Do Bees Do at Home? 
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How do you think bees get into their hives? (Point to the opening in the hive on the 

poster.) 

 

That's right; the hive has an opening so the bees can go in and out. Last week we 

talked about doors to our homes that we use to go in and out. The bees' home has a 

door, also. 

 

Some homes have a room or rooms. Beehives have chambers. Someone made the 

homes we live in and the beehive had to be made, too. Some people build their own 

homes; some live in homes that have been made by other people, whose job it is to 

make homes. The bees make the beehive themselves by producing wax and building 

honeycombs. 

 

What are some of the things people do in their homes? 

 

(You will probably get most of the desired responses: “eat,” “sleep,” “be safe,” “stay 

away from rain/snow/cold/heat.” If not, you can ask leading questions. As participants 

offer responses, describe the bee version of each human activity they suggest.) 

 

Do you eat at home? Bees eat at home, too. Do bees eat with spoons, forks or other 

utensils? No. Can you show me how you think bees eat? 

 

They eat pollen, nectar, and honey. Some of the worker bees have the job of 

leaving the hive to find pollen and nectar. After finding it, they store it in sacs on 

their legs and fly back to the hive, where they share it with all the other bees. 

 

Have you ever gathered vegetables from a garden or picked berries from a bush? 

Let’s all pretend we are gathering food. (Stand up and pretend to pick vegetables 

or berries.) 

 

Does someone in your home leave to gather food? Some people farm the land for 

their food. Others work at other jobs to earn money or goods that they trade for 

food. No matter how the food is collected, people and bees come home to share 

their food with their families, communities, or colonies. A colony is what you call a 

hive of bees. Some colonies have 60, 000 bees! That's a lot of bees to feed! 
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Bees rest and sleep in their hive, much as you do at home. How do you think bees 

sleep? (Allow participants to show you how they think a bee might sleep.)  

 

Worker bees take care of the young bees and old bees in their hive. People 

sometimes take care of children and elderly family members in our homes, too. 

 

We need our homes for protection. Beehives give bees protection from rain and 

storms. The hive protects the bees when it is too cold or too hot outside. 

 

We use our homes to store the things we need to live: like food and clothing. Bees 

don't need clothes, but the hive keeps their food, like honey, close by, so they can 

reach it when they need it. 

 

Within the hive, bees have special jobs to do. The drones are male bees that 

fertilize some of the eggs. There are not too many drones in a hive. Each hive has 

more drones than queens because there is only one queen in each hive. The queen's 

job is to lay the eggs and she can lay thousands of eggs a day! The queen also 

spends time with the worker bees, which help take care of her. 

 

Most of the bees in a hive are worker bees. These are female bees and they do all 

of the other jobs in the hive. Worker bees feed and take care of the eggs and baby 

bees. They build the hive. They add on to the hive when it needs to grow, by 

producing the wax to build the walls of the hive. They keep the hive cool or warm, 

as needed. They protect the hive from invaders. They leave the hive to search for 

pollen and nectar from plants, bushes, and trees and bring it back to the hive as 

food for everyone. They are always working to keep the hive healthy. That’s why 

people talk about being “as busy as a bee!” 

 

In our homes, we have jobs to do, too. Some people clean and repair the home. 

Some take care of the young. Some people bring home food and some cook. Our 

homes provide for many of our basic needs, just like the beehive does for the bees. 

Bees in a colony also work together to make their beehive a nice place to live. 

 

 Transition Tip: After the children whisper “I’m Home,” have them take a deep breath, stretch up, and then 
sit back down on the carpet while you briefly help children track where you are in the classroom schedule.  
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Demonstrating Knowledge: Bring the Bees Home (10 

minutes) 

This month, we have been talking about the promises that we make to one 

another—and one of the promises that we make is to help. Just like all of the 

bees have jobs to help each other, we all have jobs to help each other.  

What kinds of jobs do we do here at church? Do you see other people here doing 

jobs? (teachers, ushers, welcomers, people who make coffee, people who make 

cards and visit people who are sick, people who make food for others, people 

volunteer to answer phones during the week and help clean up, and so much 

more!) We are kind of busy at this church; and just like these bees, we all depend 

on each other. That’s why we all promise to help one another—so that no one 

person has to do everything and so we can have a church that is open and 

welcoming to everyone. 

Let's take the bees we made and send them back to their hive. Can we name a 

reason why each bee might be returning home as we attach our bees to our poster? 

In what ways are you going to be a helper here at church and at home? 

To reinforce their knowledge of the functions of a home and a church, prompt the 

children as needed to guide them toward naming these reasons a bee might return to the 

hive: 

To bring food 

To rest 

To care for the young 

To care for the elderly 

To be together 

As each child tells why their bee is returning home, write a one- or two-word description 

of the reason on the stripe of the bee. Children may be opinionated about what "their" 

bee's reason for returning home will be; try to honor their preferences. 

Attach the bees to the beehive poster with double-sided tape or another way that will 

make the bees easy to remove for later reference. 
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 Transition Tip: Some children will finish before others; invite those who finish first to 

create another Promise symbol or to explore the labyrinth or make a namestone.   

Closing the Circle (5 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Relight the chalice. Explain that a closing ritual (something you do over and over again) 

marks the end of your religious education time together today.  

Wordwall: Direct the children’s attention to the wordwall and show them the word 

"home.”  

Say in your own words: 

Today we talked about helping one another as we create a home—we are busy 

bees in this congregation and out in the world! Thank you for all you all do to help 

one another! 

Invite the children to form a circle and repeat the following closing words: 

We are thankful. 

We are thankful to be here. 

We are thankful to be here, together. 

We are thankful to be here, together, now. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket. If 

name stones are, tell the children you will return their stones to the basket once they are 

dry. 

Ask a few volunteers to help you fold or roll the labyrinth and put it away 
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time 

(min) 
Supplies 

Gathering 

Circle/ Chalice 

Lighting 

10  Chalice, candle, and lighter or LED/battery-operated candle 

 Blank Namestones & Completed Namestones 

 Feelings Poster 

 Labyrinth laid out with chalice at the center 

Introducing 

Core Concepts 

10  Wonderbox containing: 

o Bee object and picture of a bee hive 

 

Digging 

Deeper 
20  Bee hive poster 

 Bee body pieces 

 Scissors 

 Glue 

 markers 

Demonstrating 

Knowledge         

10  tape 

 

Closing the 

Circle 
5  Chalice 

 Wordwall words: “home” 

 

Total 55  

 


