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10-30-2016: Animal Homes 
Thematic Integration:   

Covenant: The Practice of Walking Together 

 

Core Concepts:  
We are connected by our promises to one another.  

 
Key Words/ Phrases:  

Church, Home 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (10 minutes)  

As children arrive, invite each to take off their shoes and then to choose a stone from the 
basket or bowl. Show them how to add their stone to the labyrinth. Ask each child to find 

a place to sit, making a circle around the chalice. Welcome the children to the Creating 
Home classroom. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones, take off 
our shoes, and then sit in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 
about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. We take off our shoes 

and place our stones in the labyrinth each week to help remind us that this is a 
very special place. Church is a place where we can all come together to learn and 
grow and share. Lighting the chalice is another ritual we have that helps to remind 

us that this time and this place is special, and reminds us to be loving and kind to 
one another. All around the world, Unitarian Universalists of all ages light 

chalices when they gather together. Now we will light the chalice, the symbol of 
our Unitarian Universalist faith and say together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world .   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 
time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 
feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 
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you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 
where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 

This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 
place your stone somewhere on the labyrinth.  

Invite children to come up, one at a time, to place their stone upon the labyrinth, say their 

name, and share how they are feeling. You may have to prompt each individual 
participant until the group gets used to this opening ritual. When all have placed their 

name stones on the labyrinth, affirm, "It is very good to be together." 

 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 

because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 
will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 
pass the box around for children to shake and make observations, without peeking, about 

what they hear, the weight of the box, etc.  After the Wonderbox completes its journey 
around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you take the contents out so 

everyone can see them. Invite the children to sit back down in a circle. 

Ask for the kids to describe the objects and pictures and ask what they think the objects 
have in common..  

If you were here with us last time, you remember we talked about the homes where 
bees live. Who can tell us the name of where bees live? 

Today we will talk about all kinds of animals and their homes. We will talk about 
wild animals and the homes they build for themselves, and we will talk about farm 

animals that co-create their homes with humans. As we look at our chalice and 
labyrinth, we can think about the many kinds of animals and their homes. Think for 

a moment about your favorite kind of animal, the kind of home it lives in, and the 
sound that your favorite animal might make. 

You may invite the children to demonstrate the animal sounds they imagined. Then tell 
the kids that you are going to share a story called Lizard Song with them.  

In this Native American legend, Lizard sings a happy song about his home: “Zole, zole, 
zole, zole, zole, zole, rock is my home.” Bear wants to learn the song. Lizard shares the 

song, but Bear keeps forgetting it. Bear insists again and again that Lizard re-teach her 
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the song. Finally, Lizard tells Bear that the reason she can’t remember the song is that 
“rock” is not her home, “den” is her home. Bear goes off singing the adapted song, which 

she doesn’t forget. 
 
For the tune to Lizard’s song, you may use “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Change the last 

line from “rock is my home” to “den is my home” for Bear’s song. Before you begin 
reading or telling the story, invite the group to join in when you sing: "Zole, zole, zole, 

rock (den) is my home." Note: Zole is pronounced “zoh/lee.” 
 

Read or tell the story, then process using the guiding questions.  
 

Lizard's Song 

 

There was a lizard who lived on a rock. He was very happy living on his rock. All 
day long Lizard would sing "Zole, zole, zole, rock is my home. Zole, zole, zole, rock 

is my home." 
 
One day a bear saw him sitting on the rock and heard him singing. She wondered 

why the lizard was so happy. So she asked him, “Why are you so happy?” 
 

Lizard said that he was happy because he was at home and the rock was a great 
place to live. “Oh,” said Bear. She went back to her home and thought "I wish I 

knew that song, so I would be as happy as the lizard." 
 

The next day, Bear went back to Lizard’s rock. She asked Lizard to teach her the 
song. Lizard said he would be very happy to teach it to her. He sang "Zole, zole, 

zole, rock is my home, zole, zole, zole, rock is my home." That made Bear feel good 
again. She went home. But on the way, she forgot the song. 

 
The next day, she went back to Lizard and asked him if he would teach her the 

song again. Lizard said he would be very happy to teach the song again. He sang 
"Zole, zole, zole, rock is my home, zole, zole, zole, rock is my home." Again Bear 
went home, and again she forgot the song. 

 
So she went back to Lizard one more time. This time, Lizard was asleep on his 

warm rock in the sunshine. What could Bear do? She decided to pick Lizard up 
and put him in a bag. Then she could take Lizard to her home. After his nap, he 

could teach Bear his song. 
 

On the way, Lizard woke up. He did not know where he was. He knew he wasn’t at 
home, on his rock. He was very scared. He didn't know what to do. He decided to 
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sing his song so he wouldn't be so frightened. He sang "Zole, zole, zole, rock is my 
home, zole, zole, zole, rock is my home." 

 
When Bear got home, she opened the bag. “Where are we?” asked Lizard.  
 

“This is my home,” said Bear. “I’m sorry if I scared you when I brought you 
here.” 

 
Now Lizard saw that Bear didn't live on a rock. Now he understood why Bear 

couldn't learn the song. He told Bear that she couldn't learn the song because she 
didn't live on a rock. Bear was disappointed. 

 
“But,” Lizard said, “I can make you a song that you can learn and remember.” He 

sang "Zole, zole, zole, den is my home, zole, zole, zole, den is my home." Bear 
learned that song very easily and she was very happy. 

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- Burrow, Nest or Den (20 minutes) 
In this activity, children will explore how wild animals make their homes to adapt to their 
environment while learning the words "burrow," "den," and "nest." Ask the children if 

they have ever heard any of these words to describe a wild animal's home. Invite a few 
volunteers to explain what these types of homes are like, and what kind of animals live in 

them. As you define each type of home, post, or help a volunteer post, the pictures of 
each type of home on the newsprint on the wall.  

 

 A burrow is "a hole in the ground made by certain animals for shelter and 

habitation." 

 A den is "a lair of a wild animal especially a beast of prey." 

 A nest is "the bed, receptacle or location made by a bird for holding its eggs and 

for hatching and rearing its young." 
 

Guiding Questions: 

 Why did the bear like lizard's song so much? 
 Why do you think the bear could not live on the rock? 

 Why couldn't the lizard live in a den? 
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Wild animals find or make their own homes. Their homes give the animals a place of 
shelter, a place where they can safely rest, and a place to raise their families. In these 

ways, wild animal homes are similar to our family homes. 
 
Ask children for examples of wild animal homes they might find in a park or right 

outside their own homes. You may suggest an anthill or a bird nest. Some children may 
even have wild animal homes inside their family homes; for example, a skunk may have 

made a home in the family basement or a bird may have made a home atop a window air 
conditioner. 

 
Show the children the pictures of the rabbit, bear and bird. Use the guiding questions to 

help them decide where each animal belongs and then help them post them on the 
newsprint next to the appropriate home.  

 

Demonstrating Knowledge: Our Church Home (10 

minutes) 

This month, we have been talking about the promises, or covenants, that we 

make to one another. We make promises to each other because we want our 

homes and schools and neighborhoods churches to be safe and welcoming for 

every single one of us! When we feel safe, we can learn and grow and have fun 

together.  

Guiding Questions: 

 How would this animal get home? (Fly, crawl, hop, swim?)  

 Where could this animal live? (In the water, up high, on the ground, 
underground?) 

 Are there other animals that this animal might want to stay away from? 

 Where might this animal be most safe? 

 What about humans; what do they need in their homes? 

 What do animals and humans do in their homes? (eat, sleep, stay safe from 

predators and weather, etc.) 

 Is a church like a home? 
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Just like a bird needs a nest and a rabbit needs a burrow, sometimes we need a 

home where we feel loved and safe, where we can celebrate things that we are 

happy about, and where we can share our sadness when we are sad. This church 

is kind of like a home, too. In this church home, we learn and grow and help one 

another!  

In a minute, we are going to make pictures of our church home, but first, let’s 

think together about all the things that we need this church home for.  

Take out the pictures of all the things that we do in our church home— dedications, 

animal blessings, weddings, holidays, RE, worship, memorials, social justice, social 

events, etc. For each item say something like, “We dedicate babies here to celebrate 

being happy that there is a new baby, and to remind the family that we are all here to help 

the family for this child’s whole life. We worship together to give space to learn together 

and to be happy and sad together.” Invite the children to think about the other things that 

we do together at church.  

Ask children to go to the craft tables and to draw a picture of our church home, and ask 

them to glue the “my church home” strip of paper onto their drawing. Give children the 

option of taking home their drawings or putting them up on the wall in the classroom.  

 

 Transition Tip: Some children will finish before others; invite those who finish first to 

explore the labyrinth or make a namestone.   

 

Closing the Circle (5 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Relight the chalice. Explain that a closing ritual (something you do over and over again) 

marks the end of your religious education time together today.  

Wordwall: Direct the children’s attention to the wordwall and show them the word 

"home” and “church.”  

Say in your own words: 
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Today we talked about helping one another as we create a home—we are busy 

bees in this congregation and out in the world! Thank you for all you all do to help 

one another! 

Invite the children to form a circle and repeat the following closing words: 

We are thankful. 

We are thankful to be here. 

We are thankful to be here, together. 

We are thankful to be here, together, now. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket. If 

name stones are, tell the children you will return their stones to the basket once they are 

dry. 

Ask a few volunteers to help you fold or roll the labyrinth and put it away 
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time 

(min) 
Supplies 

Gathering 

Circle/ Chalice 

Lighting 

10  Chalice, candle, and lighter or LED/battery-operated candle 

 Blank Namestones & Completed Namestones 

 Feelings Poster 

 Labyrinth laid out with chalice at the center 

Introducing 

Core Concepts 

10  Wonderbox containing: 
o animals : figurines, stuffed animals, pictures representing 

their homes 

 

Digging 

Deeper 
20  http://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/k1art_ch4_lizards_song.pdf: 

enough for all participants  

 Newsprint, markers and tape 

 Pictures of a burrow, a den and a nest 

 A picture of a Rabbit, a bear, and a bird 

  

Demonstrating 

Knowledge         

10  Pictures representing needs that are met at church: dedications, animal 

blessings, weddings, holidays, RE, worship, memorials, social justice, social 

events, etc. 

 A large picture of our church 

 Strips of paper that say “my church home”  

 Markers, crayons, glue sticks 

   

Closing the 

Circle 
5  Chalice 

 Wordwall Word “Church” and “Congregation” 

Total 55  

 


