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May 7: 2017: The One Great Web of Life 

Thematic Integration:  

Submission: The Practice of Claiming Power 

 
Core Concepts:  

We are all connected; we care for one another.  

When we care for one another, we have the power to make our world a better place.  

Key Phrases:  

Web of Life 

 

Gathering Circle and Chalice Lighting (5 minutes)  

As children arrive, ask each child to find their name stone and a place to sit, making a 

circle around the chalice. Welcome the children. 

Tell them that each week, the first thing we will do together is find our stones and then sit 

in a circle.   

This will be our ritual each time we meet. “Ritual” is a word that we use to talk 

about things that we do over and over again for a purpose. All around the world, 

Unitarian Universalists of all ages light chalices when they gather together. Now 

we will light the chalice, the symbol of our Unitarian Universalist faith and say 

together our opening words. 

 
We light this chalice to celebrate Unitarian Universalism 

This is the church of the open mind 
This is the church of the helping hands 
This is the church of the loving heart.  

Together we care for the Earth and work for friendship and peace in our world.   

Check-in: Next, tell the children that each week after lighting the chalice, we will take 

time to share with one another. 

All of us come here on Sunday holding different feelings in our hearts: maybe you 

feel happy and excited, maybe you feel sad or shy or nervous, or maybe sometimes 

you are just feeling silly. Whatever you are feeling, Church is a special place 

where we can share with one another, so we will take turns sharing and listening. 

This labyrinth reminds us that we are taking a journey together. After you share, 

place your stone around the chalice.  

When all have had a turn say, "It is very good to be together." 
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 Tip: Some children might be inclined to share a big story, so it might be helpful to model a short check-in 
with a sentence starter, “Today, I am feeling happy because it is sunny outside.” Or “Today I am feeling sad 
because my grandma is sick, but happy because today I get to go see her.”  Lift up that sometimes we can 
feel more than one thing at once.   

 

Introducing Core Concepts: Wonderbox (10 Minutes)  

Bring the Wonderbox to the center of the circle and tell the kids that each week, the box 

will have within it a clue about the lesson.  

Shake the box—ask participants to guess what is inside. Take some guesses, and then 

pass the box around for children to make observations. After the Wonderbox completes 

its journey around the circle, open the box and ask the children to help you carefully take 

the contents out so everyone can see them. Today’s box contains pictures of spider webs.  

Invite the children to think about what the spider webs might represent.  

Today we are going to think about how all things are held together in a great web 

of life. One of our Unitarian Universalist Principles is about a web of life. I 

wonder which one it is? 

Read the Seventh Principle together.  

Now invite the children to sing the familiar version of "Itsy Bitsy Spider" with you, 

including the hand motions. Sing it through a couple of times. 

In this song the spider goes up and down a rain spout. I wonder what else a spider 

might do? 

When some child says "make a web," or something like it, explain that you can teach 

them a new verse to the song about the spider making a web. Then teach the following 

verse: 

The itsy bitsy spider 

began to weave a web. 

Up, down, in and out 

she climbed her silky thread. 

Out from the center 

round and round she spun. 

Till the itsy bitsy spider 

decided she was done. 
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Make up hand motions to go with this new verse and sing it through a couple of times. 

 

 Transition Tip: Spend a few minutes before moving on to describe the activities for the rest of your time 

together. This is especially helpful for children who may have difficulty managing transitions. 

Digging Deeper- Inner Eye (10 minutes) 
Take out the story basket and invite the co-teacher or students to help tell the story with 

the props as you tell the story. Remind the children that each story that you share about 

God represents different beliefs held by many different people about God.  

 

Once there was a boy who wondered about things. He had been told that 

everything in the world was part of God's Oneness, but when he looked around him 

he saw many different things: sun and moon; trees and rivers; houses and cars; 

plants and animals; and people. He just couldn't understand how all these different 

things could be a Oneness. 

 

One summer's day this boy was playing outside. After a time he got tired, and he 

lay down on the grass to rest. As he lay there, looking up at the clouds, he was 

thinking again about how it was that the clouds and the grass and even he could 

all be part of a Oneness. 

 

Just then he noticed a spider dropping herself down from the branch of a nearby 

bush. Closer and closer to him she came on a tiny little silk thread which she spun 

out of the back of her body. He couldn't believe his ears when the spider said to 

him, "So you are wondering how all the different things in the world could be part 

of God's Oneness. Would you like me to help you to understand?" 

 

The boy gulped, and for a minute he couldn't even say anything. He was amazed 

that the spider could speak and even more amazed that she knew what he was 

thinking. "Can you really tell me?" he asked. The spider said, "I won't tell you with 

words, but I will show you. Watch me!" 

 

And the spider began to spin more of the silky threads out of her body and to 

weave them into a web. First, she made a bridge from one bush to another. Next, 



Adapted From Creating Home & Stories About God | WBUUC 2016-2017 
  

4 
 

she decided where the center of the web would be and, from that center she made 

connections to other parts of the bushes. 

 

Finally, the spider went back into the center and started out again, this time 

circling around and around, crisscrossing over and over the framework, working 

her way from the center out to the edges until the web was done. 

 

Proud of her creation, she said, "Do you like my web?" And the boy replied, "Oh, 

yes, it's wonderful!" The spider asked, "Does it give you any ideas about how all 

the different things in the world are part of the oneness?" "Well," thought the boy, 

"first there was just you and now there are all these pretty threads in a nice criss-

crossy design. The threads are different from you but they came out of you so they 

must be a part of you too." 

 

"That's very good," replied the spider, "I can see you are a very good thinker." 

"And," the boy went on, "all the threads are connected to each other." "Yes," said 

the spider, "and, just like the web, all the different things in the world come from 

God and even though there are many different things, they are still all connected to 

each other." 

 

"But there's more. Take that stick there and move just one part of the web, any 

part, and see what happens." The boy picked up the stick and gently jiggled one of 

the outer threads. "What happened?" asked the spider. "It moved," the boy replied. 

"Just the part you touched?" the spider went on. "No," said the boy, "the whole 

web moved." "That's right," agreed the spider, "Nothing happens on one part of 

the web that the rest of the web doesn't feel. I always keep one foot on some part of 

the web and if anything touches it, anywhere, I know it. In the same way, when 

something. happens to one of the things in the One Great Web of Life, somehow or 

other it happens to everything else." 

 

The boy wondered about this for a while and then said, "I can see the threads on 

your web touching each other, but I can't see all the things in the world touching 

each other." "That's true," said the spider. "The crisscrosses on the One Great 

Web of Life are not as easy to see as the ones on my web, but they are there 
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nevertheless. You have to use your imagination to see them. Some people call that 

your inner eye." 

 

"Close your eyes for a minute. Imagine you see those bean seeds you planted a 

while ago. 

 

(turn over bush #1 to reveal the bean seeds) 

 

What did they connect with so that they could grow?" The boy closed his eyes and 

thought of the seeds. He remembered putting them in the earth. 

 

(turn over bush #2 to reveal the earth) 

 

He remembered putting them out so the sun could shine on them. 

 

(turn over bush #3 to reveal the sun) 

 

He remembered watering them. 

 

(turn over bush #4 to reveal the water) 

 

"Well," he said, "I think they touched the earth, the sun, the water, and they even 

touched me." 

 

(turn over bush #5 to reveal a small boy) 

 

"Now you're beginning to understand," said the spider. "To see the crisscrosses on 

my web, you can use your regular eyes. To see the Oneness of the Great Web of 

Life, you have to use your inner eye or your imagination." The boy said, "To see 

the Oneness of the Great Web of Life, I have to use my inner eye." Seeing that the 

boy was beginning to understand, the spider crawled quietly away on one of her 

threads to rest. The boy, who had rested enough, got up to play again. 
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Transition Tip: Have the children, or one volunteer, help to put the story basket away in a place where they 

know to find it later. The story baskets are a great choice activity for children who might be having a hard time 

engaging in the craft activity for the day. Invite children to remember where the basket is so that they can take it 

out and practice telling the story themselves.  

Demonstrating Knowledge: (15 minutes) 
In the story the boy and the spider talked about how the seeds could only grow 

because they were connected to other things. As Unitarian Universalists, we 

remind one another to take the time to notice that we are connected. When we 

notice our connections, it is a little easier to remember to be kind to each other, 

other living beings and our earth.  

 

Now let's play a kind of moving game to show how some of these things crisscross 

each other and are connected to other things. We need some of you to be beans, 

someone to be the sun, some of you to be water, earth, and people. 

 

Step 1: Craft:  

Let the children choose what they want to be. On a 3" circle, have the children 

draw symbols of the choices (beans, earth, sun, water, people) for role playing in 

the movement game. Be sure the symbol is large and clear. Color them, punch a 

hole, and attach yarn so they can be worn around the neck. 

 

 

 

 

Guiding Questions: 

I wonder what part of the story you liked best? 

I wonder how you and I are connected to the web of life? 

The boy in the story liked to wonder about things.  What types of things do you like to wonder 

about? 

I wonder what it would be like to be another part of the web of life? 

I wonder what the creatures of the web of life would say to us today if we could hear them? 

I wonder if you ever use your imagination, or inner eye, to see things? 

I wonder if Unitarian Universalists are part of the web of life? 
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Step 2: Movement Game:  

 

I'm going to put on some music now and you can move around as the thing or 

person you have chosen to be. I will give you some ideas about things that you 

might do. If you connect with other people, be sure to do it carefully. Let your 

imagination, or inner eye, tell you how to move. 

 

Ask those who are going to be "earth" to arrange themselves. Then put on the 

music and invite the children to begin moving around the room as if they were the 

thing they have chosen. Guide their interactions with suggestions such as the 

following: 

 

The people kneel down by the earth and dig some holes in it. 

Now the people go get the beans and put them in the earth. The earth welcomes 

them. 

Now they carefully take some of the earth and cover the beans. The earth protects 

them. 

The suns shines on the earth where the beans are. The sun shines on the people 

too. 

The beans start to put roots down further into the ground. 

All the waters gather together and fall onto the earth as rain. The people drink 

some water. 

The sun shines some more on the beans. 

The rain falls again. 

The beans start to push up out of the earth. 

A bean plant is growing and growing. 

Now there are beans on the plant. 

The people come and pick some of the beans. They fill a pot with water and cook 

the beans in the water. 

They eat some of the beans. They drink some of the water. 

The sun shines down on plants and people. 
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Step Three: Creating a Web  

Gather the children back into the circle to make a web. Have them sit down. Begin 

by rolling the ball of yarn to someone else when calling out their name. That 

person then holds a piece of the yarn in his/her fingers and rolls the ball to 

someone else (who hasn't had it yet), while calling out their name. Make sure 

everybody holds onto their piece of the yarn. Once everybody has a hold of a 

section of the web, you can go around the circle in order with the yarn ball to make 

an outside border, while everyone holds another piece of the yarn. 

 

Then have the children stand up while still holding their pieces of web. Spread the 

circle wider until the web is taut. Invite each child, in turn, to move the finger on 

which the web is attached. Have the others notice what they feel. Do this until each 

child has a turn and then discuss the experience. Lay the web back down on the 

floor and then let go of the places you are holding. 

 

Alternate Activity:  

Free Choice Art Response: Making an Interdependent Web 

Invite the children to create a collage using the magazies provided to create a 

visual demonstration of the interdependent web. They may add the symbols from 

around their necks, as well as create another item from nature that interconnects 

with all life. 

 

 Transition Tip: Help children keep track of time by reminding them when there is 5 and 2 

minutes remaining before it is time to move onto the closing activity.  

 

Closing the Circle (10 minutes) 

Gather the group in a circle around the labyrinth. Tell the group that it is now time to 

share a closing ritual. 

Today we explored staying awake to different ideas about God! Even when we 

hold different beliefs, we can all still be friends and celebrate one another.  

Invite the children to each share one word of thanks before you conclude: 

“I’m grateful for…”  
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Then repeat the following closing words: 

Grateful for being. 

Grateful for being here. 

Grateful for being here, together. 

Extinguish the chalice. 

Ask the children to find their stones and carefully place them back in the in the basket.  
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Session at-a-glance 

Activity Time (min) Supplies 

Gathering Circle/ Chalice Lighting 10 • Chalice 

• Labyrinth 

• Name Stones 

Introducing Core Concepts 

• Wonderbox 
 

10 • Wonderbox: 
o Inside: a bucket and ribbon 

Digging Deeper 

• The One Great Web of Life 

• Wondering Questions 

15 • Story Basket with Manipulatives (9 pieces) 
o Underlay, Boy, Spider, Web with five 

points. 
o Five bushes with small numbers on 

them and with these items on the 
back: (1) Bean seeds, (2) Ground, (3) 
Sun, (4) Water, (5) Boy 

Demonstrating Knowledge     

• Craft 

• Games 

• (optional) collage 

15 • Construction paper circles 

• Yarn 

• Markers 

• Ball of yarn 

• Magazines 

• Construction paper 

• Glue 

• scissors 
 

Closing the Circle 

• share gratitude 

• extinguish chalice 

5  

Total 55  

 


